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BILL ATTACKING CRISIS PREGNANCY CENTRES 

REJECTED BY SENATE COMMITTEE
A Bill which sought to ban crisis pregnancy centres from the 24 hour help lines in the White Pages was decisively rejected by a majority of the Senate Community Affairs Legislation Committee today.

The Committee recommended that the Transparent Advertising and Notification of Pregnancy Counselling Services Bill 2005 not be supported.
The Committee also concluded that “Rather than hindering the work of those pregnancy counselling services which offer support to women facing a crisis pregnancy to choose an alternative to abortion we should be grateful for this community service, largely carried out by volunteers. The Commonwealth should be finding ways to foster and enhance this work, not undermine it.”

The Coalition for the Defence of Human Life, which includes five crisis pregnancy support groups among its affiliates, welcomes the rejection of this vicious Bill.

Spokesman Richard Egan said “ This Bill, which was sponsored by Senator Stott-Despoja, sought to make it difficult for women with a crisis pregnancy to get help from anyone who would offer her and her unborn baby genuine support and encouragement to find a life-affirming solution to her crisis. Senator Stott-Despoja wanted to limit 24 hour help lines in the White Pages only to those who were willing to send the woman calling for help off to have an abortion. 

“The overwhelming majority of Australians think there are too many abortions. We are grateful that the Committee saw through this Bill as a vicious attempt to even further entrench abortion in Australia as the only ‘solution’ to a crisis pregnancy and recommended it be consigned to the wastebin.”
Further comment: Richard Egan 0416 148 008
